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Proposed WAC Guidelines for
Preparing and Amending Shoreline Master Programs

Key Provisions
Related to ESA Recovery Program

010 Purpose (add statement of state public interest)

020 Applicability (add relationship to other laws)

030 Definitions

040 The master program

a. Shoreline management concepts

b. Minimum requirements for SMPs

c. Comprehensive process to prepare or amend SMPs

d. Variances and conditional uses

e. Consistency with other regulations and compliance with other
laws

050 Policy framework – translation of SMA objectives into definition of
the state’s public interests which serve as a basis for policies

060 General policies

1. Archaeological and historical resources

2. Environmental impacts

3. Ocean management

4. Parking

5. Public access

6. Special environments
• Biological wetlands

• Critical saltwater habitats

• Geological hazardous areas

• Riparian corridors

• Salmon and steelhead habitats

• Terrestrial wildlife corridors

7. Vegetation management

Include regulation for
inventory, adaptive
management, and
comprehensive resource
management planning

Tie standards to specific requirements or best
available science procedures and materials
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8. View protection and visual qualities

9. Water quality, surface water, and groundwater

070 Use policies

1. General policies

2. Agriculture

3. Aquaculture

4. Boating facilities

5. Commercial development

6. Flood hazard management

7. Forest practices

8. Industry

9. In-stream structures

10. Mining

11. Recreational development

12. Residential development

13. Transportation facilities

14. Utilities (primary)

080 Shoreline modification activity policies and regulations

1. General shoreline modification provisions

2. Shoreline stabilization

3. Dredging and dredge material disposal

4. Landfill

5. Piers, docks, floats, and buoys

090 Environment designation policies

1. General (method, consistency with comprehensive plan)

2. Specific environment designations

100 Shorelines of statewide significance policies

110 Other

Specific standards for outfalls and
policies for upland water
management consistent with SMA

Specific standards based on
negotiations with agricultural groups

Emphasis on passive measures and
floodplain management

Ref TFW results; specific standards for
conversions

Specific standards for anadromous fish
streams  [Question:  What about
dams?? – FERC]

Vegetation management; water quality; septic
systems, lawns, and fertilizers

• Allow only where necessary; define need
• Use softest approach
• Mitigate impacts
• Restore shoreline where possible
• Different strategies for developed and

undeveloped areas

Directive to keep
undeveloped areas from
being degraded


